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H O' I am not ſo happy as to 
have any Perſonal Acquaintance 
with you, yet I honour and 
A*| eſteem you on account of your 
Ssood Senſe, and great Learning, 
of which you have given ſuffici- 
ent Inſtances in ſome Performan- 
ces of yours, made publick to the World be- 
on theſe unhappy Diviſions were ſo openly on 
ot. 
Having lately perus d two Sermons of yours, 
the one on Joh. i. 46. the other on 1 Cor. Iii. 11, 
this Letter is the Reſult of that Peruſal. 
There are ſeveral Perſons, who have neither 
been concerned in your Affen in the Weſt, 
” nor the Meetings at Salters-Hall (of which I am 
one) that can fay 


— Jam Pran ardet 
Ucalegon— — | 


„„ And 
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A The Eternal Deity of 


And therefore I.think that none ſuch can be 
blamed for uſing their beſt Endeavours ; either 


to extinguiſh, or, at leaſt, to ſet Bounds to the 
Combuſtion, ©. -- £5 ; 


0 

1 The Pretace to your Sermons I paſs over, 
| and ſhall not concern myſelf with any private 
Conteſts that are between you and the Reve- 

: rend Mr. Bradbury I believe he is ſtill capable 

{ to anſwer for himſelf. 

. After I have made a few Remarks on your 

E: Sermons, I ſhall execute the Advice you give, 

Pag. 16, 17. viz, To ſearch the Scriptures, and 

rw ſee whether the Things you, or your Brethren 

1 ſpeak be according to them, or not. 5 

1 Both which (J hope) I ſhall perform with all 

1 the Candour and Impartiality that I can, and 

uſe you no otherways than I deſire to be uſed 

— by you, and all the World in the like Caſe. I ſer 

: out in queſt of Truth; and if any thing ſeem to 
ſound harſh to you that is ſpoke, it will only be 
on account of the Diſcovery of that; I am ſure 
not out of any Diſreſpect or Prejudice to your 
Perſon: And if in any thing I be guilty of any 
real Error, or Miſtake, I ſhall thank you, or 

any other Perſon that will be ſo kind as to in- 

form me better, or ſet me right. - 
Fir, I believe, your ſetting the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
and Arius, and their Followers upon a level, as 
to Matters of Reproach which they ſuffer'd, is, 
in ſeveral reſpects, an unguarded Expreſſion, . 

and may be apt to give a Diſguſt to ſome good 
Chriſtians, which you deliver in theſe Words, 
Pag. 5. For a Nazarene was a Term of Reproach 

1 then, juſt as an Arian is now: By which I think 

' you ſeem to eſpouſe the Opinions of Arius ; 

ſeeing you inſinuate, That he and his Followers 

are as unjuſtly reproached now, as our Saviour 
and his Diſciples were then. | 
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In the gth Page of your firſt Sermon, you © 
{ſeem to baniſh all Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure from 
the Church, concerning Matters or Errors of 
Opinion ; or, at leaſt, ro confine it to ſuch and 
ſuch Degrees of Illumination, or other Advan- 
tages: which, if the erroneous Perſon has not 
had, he does not fall under it. 

But I preſume, Sir, it will be the moſt dif- 
ficult Matter to determine the Meaſure of that 
Illumination, and thoſe Advantages, which will 
ſtill render that Rule uncertain, or, at beſt. 
precarious. Your Words are theſe; But let it ble 
ſuppos'd that we ourſelves are in the right, and our 
Neighbours in the wrong ; yet the Judging Perſons 
for their Miſtałke is a very nice Affair, and re- 
quires a Skill much beyond ours to meddle with it. 

And again, Pag. 10. We may imagine Things 
are very plain to us, and it may be ve are right i 
our Judgment, and that it is really a Truth which 
we take to be ſo : yet, tho we are bound to embrace 
the Truth as we ſee Evidences of it, we are not 
bound to judge thoſe who do not ſee Things as we do: 
They may be Iſraelites indeed, in whom is no Guile 5 
and yet for want of ſome Advantages, which we 
have had, and which, perhaps, are more owing 10 
ſome ſpecial Turns of Providence, than any prudent 
Confideration of our own, they may not as yet perceive 
the Truth. . Ss 1 . 

You having ſaid ſo much, I muſt needs 
take leave to obſerve, that moſt of theſe 
Diſputes in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, that 
were managed between the Apoſtles and Ju- 
daizing Teachers, were not concerning grofs 
Immoralities, or Sins of Practice ; but were re- 
lating to Matters of Doctrine and Opinion, ſuch 
as the Means and Nature of Juſtification, and 
the like: And tho *'tis hard to ſay that they . 
had the ſame Means of Conviction, or Illumina- 

| tion, 


um 
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tion, as the Apoſtles had; and we may y very 
ſafely aſſert, that ſome of theft Judaizing 
Teachers wanted ſome Advantages which the 
Apoſtle Paul himſelf had; and which were, 
* perhaps, more owing to ſome ſpecial Turns of 
3 Providence towards him, than any prudent 
Conſideration of his own : and yet the ſame 
Apoſtle, in moſt of his Epiſtles, cenſures and 
reprimands thoſe, and cautions the Primitive 
Chriſtians againſt the dangerous and infectious 
Phil. iii.2. Contagion of their Errors in Doctrine: Beware 
(fays he) of Dogs, beware of evil Workers, beware 
of the Concifion. I preſume he terms them evil 
Workers, not on the account of any open 
Immoralities which they taught or Pt d 
themſelves; but becauſe, pretending to labour 
in the Goſpel, they did, in effect, ſubvert, and 
overthrow it, pretending to be F ellow-Workers 
with the Apoſtles ; ; but, at the ſame time, „pul- 
led down what they built up. 
And moreover, it appears very plain to me; 


IG TER 
F FF. 


Power of ſuſpending theſe Teachers from ex- 
erciſing any publick Function in the Church, 
Who advanced any Opinions or Principles con- 
trary to the receiv'd Doctrines of the Goſpel : 

For, ſaith he, there are many unruly and vain 


: 

i that the Apoſtle Paul inveſted Tits with a 
4 
/ 


| if - Talkers and Deceivers, eſpecially they of the 
1 Tit. i. 10, Circumciſion, whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopped ; who 


15 ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy Lucre's fake. 
And the ſame Apoſtle writing to Timothy, 

1 Tim. i. 3. ſays, That he beſought him to abide ſtill at E- 
pheſus when he went into Macedonia, that he 
might charge ſome chat they teach no other 


1 ; Doarine. 


No other Doctrine, I ſuppoſe, than what 


rhe Apoſtle had taught there and in other * | 
ches 


our Lord Ixsus CnRISx. 7 
ches himſelf: and of the Doctrines he caught, 4 
we find he had been. very particular in that” 

octrine concerning the Perſon of our Lord 
eſus Chriſt; he had, in the plaineſt Terms, 
taught and aſſerted the Truth and Veracity | of 
both his Divine and Hpman Mere.” And to 


diſtinct. And, "without Pau ar great is the 1 Tim. iii, 
3 77 of Godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the 16. 
Fle 
Take Ty TN to yourſelves _ to all — 
the F lock, over which the Holy Ghoſt has made ag. xx. 
vou Overſeers, .to. feed the. "Chak of Ci, Ss. 
which he has purchaſed with his own Blood. 
Who being in the Form of God, thought it 
no Robbery to. be equal with G04; but made Phil. ii. 6 E 
himſelf of no Reputation, and took upon him, _— 
the Form of a Servant, and was made in the I 
likeneſs of Men. ' I 
The Apoſtle writing to the Romans, ſums up 1 
the Privileges and Advantages the Jews had = 
above other Nations, viz. They were Rom. „ 8 
raelites, to them pertain d the Adoption, and , 5. 
the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving 5 
of the Law, and the Service of God; whole 
are the Fathers, and of whom as concerning | 
the Fleſb Chriſt came, who is over all God bleſ- 3 I 
ſed for ever. Amen. irs J 
In all which Scriptures A, is 8 to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the Divine and Human Na- 
ture; and having ſo often inculcated the ſame 
Doctrine himſelf, deſires Timothy, that no Doc- 
trine contrary. to it ſhould be taught by any 
Perſons whatſoever, whatever Defe& they had 
in their Illuminations, or how much ſoever 
| they 


they were at a loſs auf fame ſpecial Turns of 
idee which others had. 

I very readily agree with you in wha: 7080 
ſay Pag. 21, 22. It ſeems evident to me, that there 
| muſt be ſome doctrinal Principles that muft be fun- 
1 damental to Chriftianity, and eſſentially neceſſary to 
be believed. 

And, Pag. 23. you give a particular Inſtance, 
vix. The very Notion of a Foundation plainly car- 
ries this in it, That it is ſomewhat abſolutely ne- 
the. wo Ton may as well ſuppoſe that a Houſe can 
le built without a Foundation, as you can ſuppoſe 
that a Perſon can be a Chriſtian without the Know- 
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== ledge of Chriſt, without believing him to be the 8 
it viour of the World. 
14 The Inſtance you bring is very good, viz. 
ih! That no Perſon can be a Chriſtian without the 
1 Knowledge of Chriſt : but then I think your 


Explication of it, viz. without believing him 


1 to be the Saviour of the World, is wretchedly 
Fl lame, as including only - the Knowledge of his 
1 Office; whereas I believe it is generally allow- 
4 | ed, that the Knowledge of his Perſon is pre- 


vious to that; and therefore the Apoſtle inſiſts 

upon the Knowledge of his Perſon, as neceſ- 

I 17155 is, ſary to the Knowledge of God. He is Anti- 

22. Chriſt that denieth the Father and the Son; 

| which Words I take to be ſpoken perſonally 

of the Father and the Son, and not with re- 

25, ſpect to any Office: And again, he that de- 

nieth the Son, the ſame hath not the Father. 

Joh. v.23. All Men are enjoined to honour the Son, even 
as they honour rhe Father. 

Now as we are careful to know exactly the 

Titles of Honour of thoſe Perſons, to whom 

we are about to make our Addreſs, or to write ; 

ſo one ſhould think it were neceſſary, to know 


the Perfon of him that is as much the TROY 
© ; 


of Honour as is God himſelf. And what you 
have ſaid in the ſucceeding Page; wiz. 22. With 


reſpect to the Explication of this eſſential Do- 


trine, is ſo ſuperficial and je june, that it might 
have been ſaid by Fauſtus, or Lelius Socinus, and : 
they ſafe enough in the Profeſſion of their T 
gets still... 8 Jo» 
I Yow conclude your ſecond Sermon, Pag. 31. 
with an Exhortation to entertain High and Ho- 
nourable Thoughts of this our Glorious Re- 
deemer, conceiving of him according to what 
the Scriptures repreſent him to be, &c. where,” 
I muſt needs confeſs, you have ſaid ſome Things 
that are very: plauſible. "Tis' pity however, 


that you ſhould have given us the ſixth Verſe® hil. 11. . 


of the ſecond Chap. of the Epiſtle ro the Philip- 
pians by halves: you mention our Saviour indeed 
as a Perſon, who was in the Form of God; but 
then you entirely paſs over in ſilence, the other 
Clauſe of the Verſe, viz. (thought it no Robbery. 
to be equal with God) and begin the 7th Verſe: * 
Sir, I think this Procedure is neither candid: 
nor fair, it was an Impoſition on your Audience, 
and an Injuſtice done to the ſacred Scriptures, 
by ſuppreſſing ſo valuable a Part of them; it was 
an Injury done to the Son of God, by concealing 
one of his moſt glorious Characters. I ſhall n 
preſume to dive into your Thoughts, but I can 
freely leave it to your own Ingenuity, to con- 
feſs whether the Omiſſion of this Clauſe, when 
it lay ſo directly in your way, (you citing the 
Words immediately adjoining to it both before 
and after) was not on the account of your 
darling Principle the Subordination, becauſe you 
foreſaw t at the Equality mention'd by the A- 
poſtle would overthrow it. | 755 
This may ſhew us how much ſome Men are 
wedded to their own Sentiments ; for how much 
B ſoever 
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rz, Eternal Deity r 
E they may extol the ſacred Seriptures as. 
a Rule to which they will always adhere, yet 
when an Expreſſion of the Holy Ghoſt ſtands 
in their way, it muſt be jultled out to make 
room for their own contrary Opinion. 

And what Diſputes ſoever Men have raiſed 
concerning a Subordination, (which after all is 
not a Scripture-Term) they ought to vaniſh 
and diſappear at the Thoughts that an Equality 
Is alerted there. ? 

I confeſs, that ſome Divines have uſed the 
Word SuLordination with reſpe& to the ſacred 
Trinity, and were counted Orthodox enough 
ſtill ; but then they underſtood, and explained 


it with reſpe& to their Order, or Manner of 


ſubſiſting, or with regard to Chriſt's Mediatory 
Office, not with reſpe& to their Nature; in 
this Senſe they afſerted there was the moſt per- 


fect Equality: But I am apt to think there are 


ſome ſhrewd Symptoms that the Word in your 
Senſe has ſomewhat of another 'Tendency. And 
if ſome ſmall Inciſions have already caſt ſuch 
peſtilential Fumes, tis not hard to gueſs what 
deformed and corrupted Spawn a thorough Diſ- 
ſection will produce; and which- will be 4 
doned too, as ſoon as they are diveſted of their 
8 Name. 

I ſhall now turn to the 6th Obſervation of 
your firſt Sermon; Pag. 16, 17. where you adviſe 
us to ſearch the Scriptures, and propoſe theſe 
as the only Teſt to prove Doctrines by. Your 
Obſervation is this, viz, 

The Way to know the Certainty of Things, 
is to make tryal of them; Come and ſee. 

In your enlargement on this Obſervation, 
you hare taken care to apply the whole of this 
'Tranſa&ion, between Nathanael and Philip, to 


yourſelf, in your preſent Circumſtances ; but, 


waving 
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rd JESUS CaRigT . i 
_- waving this, I ſhall tranſcribe ſome iparttiof —_- 
your Enlargement on this Obſervation, "that * 
concerns our preſent Purpoſe. You ſay this 
'< js a Rule which we may ſafely give with re- 
* ference to all Points of Doctrine, and more 
© eſpecially where honeſt Men offer any thing 
_ Prove all Things, hold faſt that 1 Theſl,v, * 


to the World, 
* which is good. They that diſtruſt the Force 2 
-< and Evidence of Truth, or the Goodneſt of 
te the Cauſe they would maintain, may pro- 
_ © poſe a different Rule, and tell you that you 
_ © ſhould prove nothing, but hold faſt what 
e fallible Men have taught you: I muſt own I 
* know no Principle of my Religion that Will 
not bear a ſtrict Examination, and thorough . 
* Inquiry ; and therefore my Buſineſs ſhallral- 
© ways be to appear to the Underſtandings and 
Conſciences of Men. You hear how we are 
-.*© reviled, flandered, and abuſed : According 
© to the general Vogue, nothing good is to be 
© expected from us. Would you know whe- 
»* ther our Principles, or Worſhip are ſuch as 
Men confidently report? Come and ſee; ſee 
© with your on Eyes, and judge for yourſelves, 
* and take not things blindly upon truſt, from 
e thoſe who are afraid to ſee themſelves; and 
e therefore reſolve never to look into Matters, 
but fir down contented with the Traditions 
of their Fathers. Come and ſee, whether we 
'< ſay any thing that is not agreeable to che 
Rule of ul Religion: Search the Scrip- 
tures, and ſee Whether the Things that we 
-*© ſpeak are according to them, or not“ 
From all Which it appears plain to me, that 
| you caſt ſome very falſe Aſperſions upon all the 
Proteſtant Reformed Churches in Europe, with 
reſpect to the Doctrine of the Sacred Trinity, 
l.̃the Diſpute now in agitation, and which yqꝶ 
e "= havg 
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28 have here in view) viz. That they diſtruſt the 
1 | Force and Evidence of Truth; and that *tis 
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1 their Doctrine that Chriſtians ſhould prove no- 
| £Y thing by the Scriptures, but hold faſt what 
_— fallible Men have taught them, that are afraid 
| to ſee themſelves ; and therefore never reſolve 


dio look into Matters, but ſit down contented 
Uaith the Traditions of their Fathers; ; that the 
Doctrines of their Antagoniſts are bore down by 
the general Vogue, and not by Scripture-Argu- 
1 ments. 7 
20 Sir, after ſo great an Outery, I believe it 
| FRY i ry be difficult for you to prove the ſeveral 
= Particulars, with which you impeach all thoſe 
Vhs are not of your Mind, as to that Doctrine 
1 vou point at. 
1 That our Saviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is an 
De x eee Neceſſary, and Independent Being, is 
3 an Aſſertion maintained (I think) by all the Pro- 
1 teſtant Reformed Churches: a Doctrine, which, 
3 II believe, is as much a parting Point berween 
3 them and our modern Arians now, as that of 
the pos was between thoſe call'd Orthodox, 
and the Arians of old; and yet, I believe, it 
will be no difficult Task to demonſtrate from 
the ſacred Scriptures the Truth of this Doc- 
trine; and conſequently to prove, that thoſe 
who are your Antagoniſts, are not afraid to fee 
themſelves, but have look'd into Matters, and 
not ſat down contented with the Traditions of 
their Fathers, if ay luck Traditions there 
Mere. 
Tho, Sir, you can't wel * geſt the 5th and 
eth Anſwers of the Aſembly's — 4 yet, 
I believe, you will very readily concur with 
them in a Clauſe” of the 8th Paragraph, and 
1ſt Chapter of their Confeſſion. of Faith, viz. 
The Old Te Namen: in STORY! (which was the 
native 
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native Language of the People of God of old) and _—_ 
the New Teſtament in Greek (which, at the time « 2 
of writing of it, was moſt generally known to the 'Y 
Nations) being immediately inſpired by God, and 
by his fingular Care and Providence kept pure in all | 
Ages, ure therefore authentical : ſo as in all Cuntro- 
werfies of Religion, the Church is finally to appeal © 
to them. 55 ö 
This being alſo the known Tenet of all the 
Reformed Churches, yu will not blame me, 
if, in ſearching the Scriptures, in order to 
rove the above-mention'd Doctrine, I ſhould 
look into the Originals themſelves. : 
The Doctrine which I ſhall bring to the be 
Teſt of the Sacred Scriptures, is this, wiz. 
That the Logos, or our Saviour the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, is an Eternal, Neceſſary, and Indepen- 
dent Being; which I ſhall endeavour to prove, 
with God's Aſſiſtance, by the following De- 
monſtrations. | TEOE 


My firſt Argument or Demonſtration, may 1 Demon. 
(I think) with good Reaſon be raiſed from | 
Prov. viii Chap. from 22 to the zoth Ver. Prov. viii. 
Dodd, and xe dp with ſeveral other 22, 30. 
Words uſed there, are in the Original expreſ- 
five of an abſolute Eternal Duration or Ex- . 
iſtence. | | 
If it ſhould be objected, that this Place of 
Scripture is ſomewhat obſcure, and cannot, 
with any great Aſſurance, be applied to our 
Saviour ; to this I anſwer, N 
Iſt, That it can be applied to him with 
greater Aſſurance, and in a more ſatisfying way 
than ever yet it has been applied to, or ex- 
plain'd of any thing elſe. But, 
_ 2dly, T anſwer; Tis as plain and clear con- "i 
cerning our Lord, as that Diſpenſation would 
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dedicated. dicated it to the Eternal Wiſdom mentioned>in 


admit of: And then the mol ariel Things 
there are illuſtrated and made plain by the Go- 
ipel; tis there where our Lord, in the plaineſt 
x Cor. i. Terms, is called the Wiſdom of God, And the 
24. Beginning of the Goſpel according to John, 
» ſeems to me to be a clear Comment on theſe 
Pror. viii. Words: The Lord poſſeſs'd me in the beginning of 
22. his way, before his ks of old ; which Words 
Joh. i. 1,z-are almoſt repeated by the Apoſtle. Iu the Be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
aud the Word was God, the ſame was in the Begin- 
ning with God. 
eChron.i, And moreover, Solomon having 8 all ſe- 


10. cular Greatneſs in his Requeſt to God, asked 


of him Wiſdom only; one would think he had 
not ſufficiently obtain'd his Deſire [ which ne- 
vertheleſs God promiſed to grant) if ſo be he had 
not ſome extraordinary Revelations of Chriſt,who 
is the Fountain of Wiſdom itſelf ; and theſe ex- 
traordinary Diſcoveries of our Lord Jeſus ſeem 
to be more evidently couched in this Chapter, 
than in any other Place of his Writings : Lay 
aſide bur this, and lay them all together, He 
will be ſo far from excelling David in this kind 
of Wiſdom, a Prince that warm'd the Throne 
before kim, and who, as we know, had ſeve- 
ral Flights and Raptures in the Book of Pſalms 
concerning our Saviour, the Knowledge of 
.whom is the moſt perfect Wiſdom ; that He will 
come much ſhort of him in true Wiſdom, which 
is contrary to the divine Promiſe. | 
Rome, in its Pagan State, having raiſed many 
ſumptuous Temples for the Service of the 
Heathen Gods, Conſtantine the Great, when con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Religion, reſolved to 


Sanda erect a glorious Fabrick for the Service of the 


Sophia, ne God : He did ſo, and, when ere&ed, de- 


to whom 


this 


this Chapter, and 3 18 - till 3 10 the a . 


Name ot Santta Sophia. 

This vaſt Monument of the 1 Greats 
neſs; after they had embraced Chriſtianity, and 
which ſtill remains at Conſtanrinople to this day, 


is a laſting Gloſs, and good Commentary on this 


Chapter; and informs us, that the Primitive 
Church, before the Times of Arius, by Wife 
dom mention'd here, underſtood a Divine Perſon; 
which, tho I don't bring as a convincing Proof, 

yer, 1 think, to an unbiaſs'd Mind, it may ſerve 
as a good Illuſtration. 


The ſecond Demonſtration i is founded in the 2 Demonſts 
Name MT Jehovah, which, in the Scripture, 
is aſſerted to be a Name proper only to God, 
Y0W RN INT ] Jehovah, that is my Name. 16, ali 8. 


I do not find that this Name, in the facted 


Scriptures, is ſo mach as once aſcribed to any 
Creature in a proper Senſe. 

And if the Socinians, who are glad to lay hold 
on any Shadow of a Text to cloud the E. ternal 


Deity of our Lord, ſhould aſſert the contrary; 


I am ready to oppoſe ir, and to meet them on 


that Plan. 


It is a Name that is expreſſive of God'y. 
Eternity, of his Exiſtence from everlaſting to 
everlaſting : and therefore it is the Aſſertion of 
Alen Ezra, {who muſt needs be ſuppos'd to be 
well acquainted with his own Language] Iv 
ef proprium Dei Nomen, ipſum ab Eſſentia ſua deno- 
minam, q. d. Ens exiſtens « ab Eiern, & in Eier- 
num. | 
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* Jehovah is a proper Name of Ged, and which denomi- 
re Him from His Eſſence, and imports as much as tho 
we ſhould ſay, God is a Being that hasexiſted from Eternity, 
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and which will exiſt to Eternity. 
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Rev. . 8. 


55 6. 


Jer. xiii. raiſe unto David a righteous Branch 
his Days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall 


n 


The Septuagint in their Verſion have, for 
the moſt part, rendend the Name d by the 
Word Kiels, but tis generally confeſs'd (I 
think) that they have not reached the Empha- 


fis of the Original: and moſt of our Tranſla- 


tions are herein defective alſo. The French may 
juſtly be reputed the beſt, which always ren- 
ders the Word Jehovah by + LEternel, the E- 
ternal; and 'cis hard, if not impoſſible, to ex- 
preſs it fully in any one Word of another 
Language. ps . 
The Apoſtle John has given us the moſt com- 
prehenſive Senſe of it; 5 <P, Nö, o pgawevory 
which is, aud which was, and which is to come. 
"Tis true, I have ſaid nothing unleſs I ſhew 
that the Name MT Jehovah is given to our 
Lord in the molt proper Senſe, which, I think, 
is plain from theſe Words of Jeremiah; Behold 
the Days come, ſaith the' Lord, that I will 
in 


dwell ſafely; and this is the Name whereby he 
ſhall be called 11Þ18 WP Jehovah our Righteouſ- 


meſs. It any think that our Saviour is not meant 


here, we ſhall take care to rectify them in that 
Error : From hence, I think, is demonſtrated 


his Eternal Exiſtence. 


3 Demonſt. The third Demonſtration of our Saviour's 


Eternal Exiſtence ſhall be raiſed from two con- 


——C 


+ Ferem!. xxiii Chap. 5, 6 Ver, Voicy les jours vennent 
dit LEternel, que je feray lever a David un jerme juſte, 
& 1] regnera comme Roy; il adreſſera, & exercera 
Jugement & juſtice en la Terre. 

En les jours Juda ſera mis a ſauvete, Jrael habite- 
ra en aflurance; & c'eſt icy ſon nom duquel on l'appe- 
lera, L'Eterne] notre Juſtice. 
| tra- 


ee Tord Jesvs Cunizr. 17 
tradictory Propoſitions, which I ſhall here lay 


down. 


Propoſition I. The Lrgos, or our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with reſpect to his Divine Nature, hath 
eternally exiſted in the moſt abſolute and per- 
fect Senſe ; and therefore he having had an 
Eternal Exiſtence in the moſt proper and abſo- 
lute Senſe that Eternal can be taken in, there is 
no imaginable Period of Duration in which it 
can be ſaid He began to exiſt, or He began to 
be.” * 


Propofition II. The Logos, or our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with reſpe& to his Divine Nature, hath 
not eternally exiſted in the moſt abſolute and 
perfect Senſe; and therefore he not having had 
an Eternal Exiſtence in the moſt proper and 

| abſolute Senſe that Eternal may be taken in, 
there muſt needs be an imaginable Period of 
Duration, in which it may be ſaid He began to 
exiſt, or He began to be. 


I am willing that all the Laws of a true Con- Aruecen. 
tradiction, ſhould be found between theſe two. 
- Propoſitions ; viz. Idem, de eodem, ſecundum Idem, 

ad Idem, eodem modo, & eodem tempore, ajjfirmatur 
negatur. | 

Theſe then being true Contradictions, and 

not univerſal, but particular Propoſitions, both 
you yourſelf, and all the other great Maſters of 
Reaſon, muſt of Neceſſity grant with me, that 
they cannot both be true: And then, on the 
other hand, it is as certain that they cannot 
both be falſe. Tis plain then to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that one of theſe Propoſitions muſt be 
true, and the other falſe; and ſeeing they are 
everſive of one another, a Demonſtration of the 


C Ab- 


be E ternal Deity of 


Abfurdity of one of theſe Propoſitions will 
ſerve for ever to eſtabliſh and fix the Truth of 
the other. 

1 ſhall then endeavour to ſhew the Abſurdity 
of the ſecond Propoſition, which I ſhall demon- 
ſtrate in the following manner. 

He from whom all Things had their 8 
that ever began to Exiſt, or began to Be, muſt 
himſelf be without Beginning in the moſt pro- 

er and abſolute Senſe. 

But all Things that ever began to exiſt, had 
their Beginning from the Logos, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And 

Therefore he himſelf muſt be without 3 
ning, and conſequently his Exiſtence is Eternal 
in the moſt proper and abſolute Senſe. 

'The major Propoſition wants, I think, no 
Confirmation; and the minor is plain from John 


Joh. i. 16.1. 10. The World was made by him. This proves 


it in the Lump, and which I take to be as com- 
prehenſive an Expreſſion in all reſpects, as 
that of the Apoſtle, Act. xvii. 24. God that made 
the World, by which I believe he meant the 
whole Syſtem of Created Beings, as they are op- 
poſed to God their Creator. But then to de- 
ſcend to Particulars : By eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Coloſſ. i. ſays the Apoſtle, were all Things created that are 


16, 17. 


in = can and that are in Earth, viſible, and in- 
wiſtole ; whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or 
Pr be, or. Powers, all Things were created by 
tom and for him, and he is before all Things, and 
by him all Things conſiſt. T 
Here, I think, is a full Enumeration of g 
ticulars, and of all the Species of Creatures, and 
that not any one Creature in the whole Crea- 
tion may eſcape falling within the Verge of his 
Creating Power, the Spirit of God in the moſt 


etc and comprehenſive manner of Ex- 
preſſion 


Our Lord JE8Us CHRIST. 19 N 
preſſion caſts them all in at once; All Things were Joh. i. 3. 
made by him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made : where the Apoſtle aflerts 
our Saviour to be the Creator of all Things. 
Firſt, Poſitively, by aſcribing the Creation to 
him; which he farther confirms Negatively, by 

excluding all others from the Honour of ſo great 
a Work. | 
But if any ſhould adhere to the Arian Scheme, 
and which ſome of the Sociniaus, who have made 
more advanc'd Steps than their Brethren, do al- 
ſo embrace, viz. That the Logos, our Lord, was 
only made uſe of as an Inſtrument in Creation, and 
that he himſelf is to be included among theſe 
things that were made : 'To this I anſwer, If 
the Lord Jeſus will not be allowed by them to 
be the principal efficient Cauſe in Creation, but 
the inſtrumental Cauſe only ; then this Inſtru- 
ment was either uncreated, or created: if un- { 
created, it muſt be Eternal in the moſt proper 
Senſe, and then we have what we contend for; 
if created, then this Inſtrument either made and 
created itſelf, or was created by another: but 
this Inſtrument could not create itſelf, becauſe 
this would overthrow a known Maxim approv- 
ed of by all the grand Maſters of Reaſon, viz. 
Operari ſequitur eſſe, Operation or Action is only a 
Conſequent of Exiſtence. But if we ſuppoſe this 
Inſtrument to have created itſelf, we muſt rea- 
ſonably conclude, that it exiſted, or had a Being 
before it entered upon the Action of Creation; 
and if it created itſelf, we muſt again ſuppoſe 
that it did not exiſt till after it had created it- 
ſelf: But theſe Suppoſitions would render our 
Lord Seipſo Prior & Poſterior ; that is, That he ex- 
iſted before he did exiſt, or that he did not begin 
to exiſt or begin to be, till after he had operated 
and created himſelf; or that he operated before 
| | OC he 


o ' "The Eternat Daty 
he had any Exiſtence all uch is abominably 
abſurd, contrary to the common Maxim I have 
menticn'd, and groſs Contradlictions. 

And as I have demonſtrated from Reaſon, 
that this Inſtrument could not create itſelf, ſo 
it is as demonſtrable from the Sacred Scripture, 

| that this Inſtrument [as they call our Lord] was 
Coloſſ. i. not created by any other; becauſe by him were 
: i v2 þ all things created that are in Heaven, and in Earth, 
Jdb.i vi ſible ard inviſible, &c. and without him was not 
= any thing made, that was made, any other being 
| excluded. If this Inſtrument was created at all, 
it muſt have created itſelf; but, having by an 
infallible Demonſtration prov'd the Abſurdity 
of this, it remains, that our Lord muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be uncreated, and Eternal in the moſt 

proper Senſe. „ 5 

Having now demonſtrated the Abſurdity of 
the ſecond Propoſition, the Truth of the firſt, 

Dix. That the Logos has eternally exiſted in 

the moſt abſolute and perfect Senſe that Eternal 

can be taken in, is for ever eſtabliſh'd, which 
was the Thing to be demonſtrated. 


A4 demon. IV. The fourth Demonſtration is plain, by 
comparing Iſa. chap. xli. ver. 4. with Rev. chap. i. 
ver. 11. The words in the Old Teſtament are 
theſe, and are very emphatical in the Original, 

Tf. xli. 4. & 13N NO DN) DNA D N, I 
Jehovah the Firſt, and with the Laſt, I He. And 
this exactly agrees with what we have in the New 

. Teſtament, E9w6w ww A vi , 6 f wi d 

' "#2419, I am Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and 

the Laſt. Here the efſential Property of an eter- 
nal Exiſtence, or an Eternity which excludes a 
Beginning, and which is ſo in the moſt abſo- 
lute Senſe, viz. to be firſt, and to exiſt before 

all other Beings, 1s appropriated to our Lord 15 

= us 


dur Lord Jxsus CHRIST. 
ſus Chriſt, being that glorious Excellency which 
the Supreme God lays claim to in the Place we 
have cited out of the Old Teſtament, to diſtin- 
guiſh him from the falſe Deities, which were 
formed only in time, whereas he is Eternal. 
For unleſs we underſtand the words ſpoken by 
Iſaiah, as carrying a true Oppoſition in them, 
e oppoſing ſomething that is eternal, to ſome 
things that have exiſted only in time, we loſe 
their Deſign and Intention: For when the Su- 
preme God calls himſelf Firſt, we muſt under- 
ſtand that this Character or Perfection exceeds 
the Bounds of Time, and is Eternal; for Time 
can never be oppoſed to itſelf, "Thouſands of 
Years in this reſpect don't alter the Property of 
Time. Some of the Creatures have exiſted 
fome "Thouſands of Years before others, and 
cannot lay claim to an extraordinary Excellency 
on that account ; and therefore when God, by 
Iſaiah, calls himſelf the Firſt, I think we are to 
underſtand 1t fo, as that no Being whatſoever 
exiſted before him, and then it muſt needs car- 
ry Eternity in the Conception of it, in the moſt 
abſolute Senſe, an Eternity that excludes a Begin- 
wing. But this diſtinguiſhing Character of the 
Eternal God, in the Old Teſtament, our Lord, 
in the New, aſcribes to himſelf, in its moſt ex- 
tenſive Dimenſions. | 


V. The fifth Demonſtration is founded on that 5 Demonſt. 
Account that our Saviour gave of himſelf, John, John viii. 
chap. viiig.wer. 58. Before Abraham was, 20% dh, 58. 


Jam. This ſhort Expreſſion, in a narrow 
Compaſs, is a comprehenſive Deſcription of an 
eternal Exiſtence, and exactly agrees with that 
Definition, that the Schoolmen and Philoſo- 
phers have at length centered in, of Eternity, viz. 
Interminabilis Vitæ tota ſimul & perfecta Prſſeſfio. 
Te -" WE 


* 
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Our Lord in this may alſo allude to Exod. iii. 
E xod.iil. 14, I Am hath ſent me unto you; and this was 
14. the Name whereby the Supreme God deſcribed 
his Immutability and Eternal Exiſtence. 


6 Demon. VI. The ſixth Demonſtration ſhall be raiſed 
from Heb. chap. vii. ver. I—3. where there is a 
Perſon mentioned called Melchiſedek, of whom 

Heb. x. 3. the Spirit of God aſſerts, that he was without Fa- 
ther, without Mother, without Deſcent, having nei- 
ther Beginning of Days, nor End of Life. 

We know that ſome of the moſt Learned of 
the Antients have aſſerted, that this was an 
Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, as 
a Prelude, in order to his Incarnation ; and ſome 
later Writers have affirmed, that their Argu- 
ments for this Aſſertion have never yet been an- 
ſwered, and that they never will; ſuch as, 
(1.) It can't well be thought that any meer Man 

ſhould, at that time, be greater than Abraham, 

who appears to have been the only Feffee of 

the Covenant of Grace. (2.) That *tis impoſſi- 

ble to think that any mere Man ſhould be 

T without Father or Mother, without Deſcent, 

8 * having neither Beginning of Days, nor End of 

| Life. (3.) That 'tis witneſſed of Melchiſedek, 

that he liveth, and that he abideth a Prieſt con- 

tinually. (4.) What ſeems to me to be as un- 

anſwerable as any of the reſt, is, that the Apo- 

ſtle himſelf aſſerts him, of whom theſe things 

are ſpoken, to be our Lord, who ſprang out of 

Heb. vii. Judah, of whiclf Tribe no Man, ſays he, gave 
13, 14 Attendance at the Altar, &c. ver. 13, 14. 

I am ſure theſe Arguments cannot with any 
good Grace be denied by thoſe, who mult needs 
have every thing to be believed in the Scrip- 
tures, aſſerted 77 Terminis, and contained in 


Words and Syllables only. But for my part, 
| . "THE 


our Lord JIxsus CHRIST. 
tho ] do not renounce this Opinion, yet {wav- 
ing the laborious Trifling of thoſe who pre- 
tend to point out Shem, or ſome other of the 
Old Teſtament Fathers as the Perſon] I rather 
incline to think that Melchiſedek was a Prince, 
or a Father that lived in theſe Parts | there be- 
ing but little Difference then, in that Age, be- 
tween the Regal and the Paternal Pouer] whoſe 
Deſcent and Genealogy the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſigned entirely to conceal from us, that he might 
thereby become a Type or Shadow of the Eter- 
nity of the Logos, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
therefore there is no mention made, in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, or any where elſe, of his Pa- 
rents, nor of his Birth or Death, nor from 
whom he received his Prieſthood, or to whom Exod. vi. 
he reſigned it: whereas Aaron's Pedigree may 18 
be traced up to Adam; and we know alſo who 1 e | 
inveſted him with the Sacerdoral Garments, and Exod. 
to whom he reſigned them. xxix. 
As the Scripture then repreſents this Melohi- 
ſedel to us, he was [ſuppoſing him to be one 
of the human Race] as capable of being a 
Shadow of the eternal Exiſtence of our Lord, 
as the Scape-Goat, or other Things of ſmall Va- 
lue ; which, under the legal Diſpenſation, were 
nevertheleſs Shadows of that which was in the 
moſt abſolute and perfect Senſe of infinite Worth; 
and if all the Iniquities, and all the Tranſgreſ- 
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ſions, and all the Sins of the Children of 1ſrael Lev. xvi. 


were laid upon the Head of the Goat, yet, after 21. 
all, it was only the Shadow of him; who, on 
account of his inherent Strength, had the Ini- 
quities of us all laid on him, and who, by his; 
real Merits, removed them from us, and car- 
ried them away 
Having premiſed this, 'tis plain, to a De- 
monſtration, that this Melchiſedek was either 
our 
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our Lord himſelf in Perſon, or ſome good Mad” 
called out to be a Type and Shadow of him ; 
either Senſe will equally -ſerve my preſent pur- 
poſe : But ſeeing there is no apparent neceſſity _ 
to oblige us to carry the thing quite fo high, I 

have rather choſe to underſtand it in the laſt 
Senſe, and which can be no Injury to the Sa- 
cred Text either, to which I would always 
ſhew a ſingular regard ; becauſe what is but 


_ darkly aſcribed to the Shadow, is {till to be un- 


derſtood to be plainly and ultimately terminated 

in the Subſtance, and attributed to that 1 in the 

moſt proper Senſe. | 
My Demonſtration then runs thus; the Lo- 


gos, our Lord here meant, muſt be eternal, in 


the moſt abſolute Senſe; for as «7: Cos Ne- 
kr, having no End of Life, denotey an Eterni- 


ty, that, in the moſt abſolute Senſe, excludes 


an Fad; ſo the other Part of the Aſſertion, 


Heb.v11.3. wy t e nueray Eyo0, having no Beginning of Days, 
muſt needs alſo denote an Eternity, that, in the 


moſt proper and abſolute Senſe, excludes a Be- 
ginning; it being plain, that the Spirit of God 
deſigned that theſe two Expreſſions ſhould be 


Parallels, and the one, in all reſpe&s, ſhould 


be as comprehenſive and extenſive as the other. 
And whoſoever was the Type or Shadow, it 
1s plain our Lord is ultimately deſigned and 
pointed to in the words. This then that is aſ- 
ſerted of him, viz. that he has no End of Life, is 
either to be underſtood, that he ſhall exiſt eter- 
rally, in the moſt abſolute and proper Senſe, 
or that, after an indefinite Duration, there 
Will be a Period put to his Exiſtence : but the 
very Thoughts of the laſt of theſe would excite 
Horror and Averſion in the Mind of every 
Chriſtian ; and I cannot ſee why the ſame In- 
dignation ſhould not be rouzed in us, Cn 
car 
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hear the other Clauſe of the Aſſertion hamper'd 
or confin'd in any reſpect ; viz. That He has no 
Beginning of Days : that is, there is no Period 
of Duration in which He began to exiſt, or 
began to be ; and therefore to take this Cha- 
racer in its full Extent, and to underſtand it as 
we are of Neceſſity obliged to underſtand the 
other, we mult aſſert, that He has eternally 
exiſted in the moſt abſolute and proper Senſe, 
having neither Beginning of Days. nor End of Life ; 
which was the Thing to be demonſtrated. So 
that here is an abſolute Eternity, a Parte ante, 
and a Parte poſt, as, I think, the Schoolmen call 
tit, attributed to him. ' 

Il believe we all underſtand that Perſon men- 
tioned in Dan. vii. 9. to be the Eternal God, 
who has eternally exiſted in the moſt proper 
Senſe, and yet He is only call'd PDV pM8- .. 
the Ancient of Days: What Conceptions then Pan vi. 
ought we to form of One, with reſpe& to His 
Exiſtence, who is ſaid to have no Beginning of 
Days ? Ot One whoſe Exiſtence exceeds all the 
Bounds of Time, | which we muſt needs ſup- 
poſe to have commenc'd with the firſt Being that 
was created} and is meaſur'd only by Eternity 
abſolutely conſider d: Of One whoſe Exiſtence, 
as it had no Beginning, ſo His Being ſhall have 
no End. | 


VII. The ſeventh Demonſtration is founded ? P*monft- 
on Micah, Chap. v. Ver. 2. But thou Bethlehem pg 5 
Ephratah, tho thou be little among the Thouſauds of © 
Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come forth unto me, 

that is to be Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth have 
been D 1999 pd from of Old, from the 
Days of Eternity. That this was: ſaid of our 
Lord, we have the conjoint Teſtimony of the 
| D Jewiſh 
. - 0 
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Evidence, ſets it beyond all diſpute. | 
One of theſe Words is uſed Gen. xxi. 33. 
Gen. xxi. ED oN, the Everlaſting God. 
33. And another of them is made uſe of Deut. 


Deut. xxxiil. 27. Ep 'N?N, the Eternal God; but 
Xxxxiii. 25. chen in Micah, bh theſe Words are joined to- 


ether, and are an ample Proof of our Lord's 
enn Exiſtence in the moſt proper Senſe; and 
conſequently his Eternal Deity is here ſer in 
oppaſition to his Humanity; and his Exiſtence, 
or Goings forth from Everlaſting, peculiar to his 
Divine Nature, are oppos'd to his Coming 
forth from Bethlehem, proper to the Human Na- 
ture, which exiſted and came forth Wag the 


Gal. iv. 4. Fulueſs of Time was come. 


8 Demon. VIII. The eighth 8 is done 
from the goth p/ alm, compared with ſome other 
Texts of Scripture, and runs thus: 

He that created the World hath eternally ex- 
iſted in the moſt abſolute Senſe; but the Logos, 
our Lord, created the World, and muſt have 
eternally exiſted in the moſt abſolute Senſe. 

Pfal. xc. 2. The major Propoſition is plain from Pſahn xc. 
Ver. 2. Before the Mounutaigs were brought forth, or 
ver thou had formed the Earth, and the World, 
ON ND DIY y DIP) no EVERLAST- 
ING TO EVERLASTING Thou Ax r Go. | 

"The Words are as expreſſive of an Exiſtence 
abſolutely Eternal, and which excludes a Begin- 
ning, as any Words that Language does afford, 
and they are as expreſſive too of ſuch an Eternity, 

aã4dzàͤs admits of no End. | 

Joh. i. 3. The minor Propoſition is plain from Joh. i. 

T 10. The World was made by him ; and, Ver. 3. all 
Things were made by him, and without "him was nat 


any Thing made that was made. Nor can our 
Jaw 


our Lord Jxss CRI. 27 
Lord be ſaid jto be an Itiſtramehe only, becaũdſſe | 
there was none uſed in Creation, Ja. xliv. 24. Iſa. xliv. 
God ſtretched forth the Heavens alone, and ſpread 4. 
abroad the Earth by himſelf. Jer. xxxii. 17. God jer. xxxii. 
made the Heavens and the. Earih by his Great 17. 
Power : And we know that Power is an Eſſen- 
tial Attribute of God. And moreover, I have 
refuted this Whim by the third Demonſtration. 

When the Apoſtles converted the Heathen 
Nations to Chriſtianity, we muſt certainly be- 
eve that they inſtructed them iti the Rnow- - 
ledge of the true God, whoſe Exiſtence is eter-= 
nal; and therefore the Apoſtle tells the Theſſa- 
bottians, That they turned from Idols to God, tb ſefve 1 Theſſ. i. 
the living and true God. We maſt alſo reaſobably 5: 
ſuppoſe, that it was the ſane Object of Divine 
Worſhip that the The/a/onianst were brotight to 
ſerve, that he endeavour'd to inſtruct the Athe- 
nians in the Knowledge of, AF. xvii. 24. whom 
he calls God that made the World. And I do 
firmly believe that it was one and the ſame 
Divine Eſſence that he ſpeaks of, Rom. i. 20. For Rom, j.20. 
the inviſible Things of him from the Creation of the 
World are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his Eternal Power, and [Eter- 
nal] Godhead. | WER 


IX. Theninth Demonſtration ſhines with the 9 Demonſt. 
brighteſt Rays of Evidence, from Iſa. Chap. ix. Iſa. ix. 6. 
Ver. 6. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Sm 
is given, and the Government ſhall be upon his 
Shoulders, and his Name ſhall be called the Mighty 
God "IR the Father of Eternity. From which 
I argue, that He that is the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, or Father of Eternity, muſt needs himſelf 
be Eternal, or have Eternally exiſted in the 
moſt abſolute Senfe ; 1 8 was the T 
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The E ternal Deity * 


be demonſtrated : And none will queſtion this, 
I believe, to be meant of our Lord. 


SIR, 


L have not troubled you with any Tradition 
of the Fathers, unleſs you account the Prophets 
and Apoſtles ſuch : I have ſearched the Scrip- 
tures, and in my Search have found what a- 
mounts to more, with reſpect to the Eternal 
Deity, or Eternal Exiſtence of our Lord, than 
all the Confeſſions of all the Reformed Churches, 


which I have yet ſeen, lay them all together. 


I ſhall take leave to add to theſe Demonſtra- 


tions the following Arguments: 


Whatſoever is Eternal in the moſt abſolute 
Senſe, is Infinite: 

But our Lord is Eternal in the moſt abſolute 
Senſe and therefore the Logos, our Lord, is In- 

nite. 

If any elo thinks that the major propoſi — 
tion wants to be proved, 1 ſhall afterwards gra- 
tify him in that. 

The minor Propoſition I have proved by 
nine Demonſtrations ; and if you, or any other 
could invalidate eight of them, yet the re- 
maining one will {tall make good my Aſſer- 
tion. 


1 farther argue thus; 

Whatſoever is Infinite, is endow'd or inveſted 
with the moſt abſolute Perfections, and not af- 
fected with the leaſt Imperfection. 

But our Lord is Infinite in the moſt proper 


Senſe. And 


Therefore he is endow'd with the moſt ab- 
ſolute Perfections, and added with no Imper- 
fection. 

5 The 


our 1 Lord Irss Camor. 29 
The minor Propoſition wants no Proof, and © 


the major is alſo granted by yourſelf, ſeeing you. 
aſſert that Infinity PROPERLY CARRIES THE No- 
ION oF abſolute Perfection in it“. 

And it will therefore inevitably follow, that 
the Logos, our Lord, cannot be ſubordinate, * 
which is a very great Imperfection; and there- 


fore your repeated Principle, the Subordination, Subordi- 
in the Senſe in which you take it, muſt neceſſa- ploded. 


rily be exploded, as being inconſiſtent with the” 
\ Notion of a Being that is infinitely perfe&, or 
who muſt needs poſleſs every Perfection to the 
utmoſt Extent. 


S1R, 


Unleſs you fully ſatisfy yourſelf and others, 
that the Exiſtence of the Logos, our Lord, is not 
Eternal in the moſt abſolute Senſe, I don't think 
it poſſible for you, or any Man, to ſtave off ſe- 
veral Abſurdities from clogging your Hypotheſis, 
which Hypotheſis ſeems to be pretty plainly. ſer 
down in your Weſtern Inquiſition f. 

That you hold the Subordination, without holding 
the Ines Perſons to be une Being; and therefore 
you aſſert that they are three different, or diſ- 
tinct Beings, or Eſſences, one ſupreme and in- 
dependent Being, and two inferior dependent 
ones: this ſeems to me plain from your own 
Words. 

If you ſhould enquire how I bring my own 
Hypotheſis to bear; to this I. reply, As the 
whole Scheme of what J have ſaid is laid in the 
ſacred Scriptures, ſo I am willing it ſhall end 
there : and therefore tho the 7th ver. of the 5th 


1% EIT 


Mr. Peirce's Weſtern Inquiſition, pag. 20. 
7 Weſtern Inquiſition, pag. 13).—139, Sc. 5 
. chap 
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chap. of the 1ſt Epiſtle. of John, were extorted 
from me, | which, nevertheleſs, -I am reſolved it 
ſhall nor, till ſuch times as I ſee berter Autho- 
rities for diſmiſſing it, than I can produce for 
its being genuine] I can fully ſatisfy myſelf by 


_ reflefting on what our Lord himſelf has ſaid, 
John x. 25—39. 5 
It is very plain that our Lord ſeveral times, 


within the Compaſs of a few Verſes, there 
ſpeaks of the Father, and of himſelf, as two 
diſtin& Perſons, or Subſitences ; and there is no- 
thing plainer, than that in the 3oth ver. he aſ- 
ſerts Himſelf and the Father to be one. mw 
Could we but all agree about the true Mean- - 


ing of the Word One, I am apt to think it 


would go neat to end the Controverſy. I know 
the Anti-Arian is ready to add God, one God. 

The Arians and Socihians exclaim againſt this, 
as an Injuſtice offered to the Sacred Text, be- 
caufe the word God is not there in Letters; 


and at the ſame time allow that they are one 


in Will and Affections; and even this is not 


found in Terminis, and if it be a Truth, yet we 


may juſtly doubt if it be all the Truth, or the 
firft 'T ruth that appears in the Words. Our 
Lord, in the Context, had been * 
cerning the Prefervation and Safety of his Sheep, 
fays they were very ſafe in his Hands, and that 
none was endowed with ſo much Power, as to 
be able to wreſt them from thence ; that if any 
ſuſpected his Ability to ſecure them, his Fa- 
ther was greater than all Oppoſers, and none 
was able to pluck them out of his Hands; and 
hence it is, I believe, that the Saints are ſaid _ 


x Pet. i 5. to be kept by the Power of God through Faith, unto 


Salvation. And then our Lord adds, That He 
and the Father were one; ſo that tho we ſhould 
conſider them one in Will and Affection, yet 


aur Lord Jxsus CnkIsr. 
we ſhould offer Violence to our Reaſon, and do 


Injuſtice to the Scripture, did we not con- 


clude them to be one in Power too; this is all 
along the Strain of the Context, and is very 
plainly founded in the Words. Now we know 
that Power is one of God's Eſſential Attributes. 
But to wave all our own Conſequences from 
the Words on either Side: e 
We may ſafely liſten to the Conſequenee that 
the Jews drew from our Saviour s Aſſertion; 


from his ſaying that he and the Father were aue, 


they immediately concluded that he aſſerted 


himſelf to be God, that he was guilty of Blaſ- - 


phemy, and deſerved to die: For a Good Work 


, : . 
* : 


| we ſtone thee not, but for Blaſphemy, and becauſe wer. 33. 


that thou being a Mau, makeſt thyſelf God. And, 
in my mind, we have no reaſon to doubt but 
the Jews meant the Sapreme aud Eternal God, as 


he was deſcribed to them by Moſes, Deuter. vi. 4. Peut. vi. 


178) m3 mx ruh, Jehovah our God is 4, 


one Jehovah ; or, as we render it, The Lord our 
od is one. Lord. 1] | 
The Jews therefore underſtood our Lord, that 
he aſſerted himſelf to be aue in Eſſence with the 
Supreme God, their Jehoyah ; and .indeed our 
Saviour ſeems to argue from a Unity of Power, to 
a Unity of Eſſence. Qur Lord allows that they 
underſtood him right, and therefore he does 
not revoke, or retract any thing he had ſaid, but 
{ſtrengthens and confirms it in the following Ver- 
ſes. By an Argument drawn from Magiltrates, 
he argues from the leſs to the Greater, which 
was neceſſary for the preſent Occaſion, and 
which he ufed as a lawful Mean to preſerve 
Life, without re&ifying them as to any Error 
Which they had contracted from his Aſſertion; 
Which we may be ſure he would have done, had 
they been in the leaſt danger of an Error that 
| way, 


/ 


John. v. 
17, 18. 


— 


ver. 38. 5 


8 


way, which muſt needs be fatal in its Conſe- 
quences: nay, he ſeems to confirm them in their 
Conſequence from his Words, by an Expreſſion 
which he knew they would look upon as equi- 


valent to what he had ſaid before: In 36 ver. he 


calls himſelf the Son of God, which in chap. v. 
ver. 18. they had look'd upon as a making of 
himſelf equal with God: Jeſus anſwer'd them, 
My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; therefore 
the Jews ſought the more to kill him, becauſe he not 
only had broken the Sabbath, but ſaid alſo that God 
was his Father, making himſelf equal with God. 
The Sum then of the whole is this, Our 


Lord ſpeaks of Himſelf, and of the Father, as 


of two diſtin& Perſons ; afterwards he aſſerts 
that he and the Father were one. The Words 
truly are very emphatical in the Original, E) g 
s mp i,, T and the Father are one Thing, 
the ſame Eſſence; and the J7eus immediately 
inferr'd, that he ſaid he was God Supreme, or 
Jehovah. Our Lord approves their Conſtruc- 
tion of his Words; he does not go about to 
rectify, their Conceptions, but on the other 
hand, confirms them by ſeveral Arguments in the 
Truth of what he had ſaid: And perhaps tis no 
eaſy Task for us to know the true Emphaſis of 
that Expreſſion, with which he left them, wiz. * 
That ye may know and believe that the Father is in 
me, and JI in him. | 


We are finite Beings, and God is an infinite 


Being, and I believe there 1s one thing that 


very much confounds our Thoughts with reſpect 


„ 2 — 


* [And tho the Ho'y Ghoſt is not perſonally mentioned here, 
et I believe all Parties <vill allow him to be one with the 
Father and the: Son, in the ſame Senſe that they are ſaid to 


be one bere, be that what it will] 


to 
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du Ford Jasus Anf. 

to this Article of Faith; that is, we endeavour 
to meaſure the Divine Exiſtence by our on: 
whereas, ſeeing God is an Infinite Being, it is 
very poſſible that his Manner of Exiſtenee ma 


differ infinitely from ours; and therefore we 
ought to exprefs ourſelves with the greateſt 


Regard, when our Diſcourſe is concerning Him, 
ſeeing Cyprian ſays, Vera dicere de Deo ob Smmam 
ejus u mesyis etiam fit Periculoſum. 


I have bur briefly mentioned this Conference 


of our Lord's with the Jews now, which ſeems 


of ſuch conſiderable Importance : Perhaps I 


may do myſelf the Honour to write you my 
Thoughts more fully on that Subje& another 
time; and at preſent I remain, 


a :: 
With all due Regar d, 


Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


Joann BRYAN, 
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7 ball beg leave to add to the 3 Letter, the 
Jollowing Poſtſcript. 


AV IN "i in my Letter, mentioned 7” : 
Piece you call the Weſtern Jaquifi ſtion, I 
ſhall make a Remark or two upon it. 

+ You tell us two of your three Friends 
were well fatisfy'd with the Account you 
gave in your Sermon of the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt, It is well they were ſo: but I muſt 
needs ſay, in ſome Audiences where I have 
heard the Goſpel preached, ſome Parts of it 
would have looked very jejune' on that Sub- 
ject; and if Convenience will allow me, I will 
promiſe, either to make ſome Reflections on 
your Diſcourſe, or publiſh my own Thoughts 
on that Subject. | 7 

In the next place, I muſt needs. zommend 
the plauſible Exit you have made in recounting | 
the ſeveral Authors, which either favour or 
fall in with your Hypotheſis, with reſpect to 
the Inferiority or Subordination of the ſecond 
Perſon of the Sacred Trinity. 

You conclude that long Detail, by caſtingin 
three eminent Divines by the lump, without 
giving us their Sentiments in particular, or re- 
terring us to any part of their Wil Your 
Words are theſe : 

* 7 have omitted the Teſtimonies = might be 
** from Calvin, hs Turretin, ans other 
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T Weſtern Inquiſition, pag. 26. 
* Weſtern Inquiſition, pag. 37, 38. F 
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our Lord Jesvs CRI. 


- greſſion much more tedious than it is. 

You are very lucky in having ſuch eminent 
Men on your ſide of the Controverly ; and, as 
you inſinuate, they are very copious in your 
favour, becauſe their Sentiments for your Hy- 
potheſis, would have very much ſvell'd the 
Digreſſion. One of theſe three you habe men- 
tion'd, was deſervedly among the ableſt Hands, 
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that helped to open the Reformation abroad 


and the other two, are among the greateſt 


Lights that have ſhined ſince. The laſt of 
Vhich in particular, on account of his eminent 
Piety and great Learning, has gain d the univer- 
ſal Applauſe of all the Reformed Churches in 
Europe; and even his Adverſaries have extoll'd 
him as a Perſon of ſolid Judgment, which ap- 
pears in his fair way of Arguing, and Candour 
in ſtating of the Controverſy. 

Till ſuch time as you produce that Author? 8 


Sentiments in favour. of your Hypothefis, I ſhall 


take leave to entertain you with his Sentiments 


in his own' Words, directly oppoſite to "I 


Oy on that Head. 


In his Quiſion De Deitate F k; ; 
An Filius fit verus & æternus Deus, Coëſ- 


ſentialis & Coæternus Patri 2” afformanus contra 


Socinianos. 


He goes on to flare FY Controverſy thus : 


J. Ut Divina Majeſtas, & Gloria Filii Dei, 
Redemptoris noſtri, adverſus Peſtilentiſſimos 
Hzreticos, qui eam execranda Impietate op- 
pugnatum eunt, aſſeratur, Quæſtionis ſtatus ritè 


T Turretin, 1/ Part of his Theclog. Elench. Queſtio 


28. 76. 310, A oy Geneva Edite 
E : tenen- 
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foreign Divines, which might have made this Di- ge. 


The E ternal Deity 5” hs 


n eſt, ut quæ ſunt Cagi & neon con- 


troverſa a controverſis ſecernantur, & ge- 


. 


nuina eorum Sententia, quam Verbis ambi- 


guis ſæpè obtegere ſolent, ut . im- 
ponant, — x 7s 


11 Non queritur, An Filius ſit perſona Di- 
vina, & an poſſit vocari Deus? hoc enim profi- 
tentur ſe credere Adverſarii; unde Smalcius 


Tractatum fecit de Nui. Chriſti, & de 
* 


. 
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Which I think may be Engliſhed . 
5 Concerning the Deity of the Sov. 
Whether the Son be the true and eternal God, 


| Ceeſſential and Coeternal with the Father ? this we 
affirm againſt the Sociniaus. 


I That the Divine Majeſty, and Glory of the Son 
| of God, our Redeemer, may be maintained againſt 


the moſt. Peſtilent Hereticks; ; who, by an hellifh 
Impiety, go about to oppoſe it "Tis e that 


we very fairly ſtate the Controverſy, that may 


ſeparate between thoſe Things, which are 8 gn to 


the Controverſy, and indiſputable ; and theſe Things 


which are really controverted: as alſo that theGenume 
Sentiments of theſe Hereticks may be expos'd, which 
very often they varniſh over with dark and ambiguous 
Expreſſions, that they may the eafier impoſe upon 


fi imple and uNWar) * 


II. The Current is not then, Mperber thy Son 
is a Divine Perſon, or whether he may be called 
Cod; this our Adverſaries very readily afſent to, 
and tell us they believe all this; and therefore Smal- 


cius, in a Treatiſe he has compoſed concerning the 
Divi 


\ 


Griſt vero & naturali Dei Filio, & contra Franzs,- 
Diſp. I. p. 5. Filium, inquit, Perſonam- eſſe non 
diffitemur, eamq; Divinam, Cc. & Socinm contra 
Wiel, cap. 5. Dicimus concedere nos Chriſtum eſſe- 
 Naturalem Dei Filium. Sic ſæpè ea Chriſto tri- 
buunt, quæ videntur veram ejus Divinitatem 
arguere. Si tamen penitus in Senſum eorum 
inquirimus, facile patebit Verba tantùm eſſe, & 
Voces ad Fucum faciendum excogitatas, ut 
videantur in primario Religionis Chriſtianæ Ca- 
pite, ad nos accedere, licet re ipſa quam lon- : 
. giffime diſtent. Nam quiequid de Chriſto pre- 
dicent, certum eſt eos non ultra Humanam ejus 
Naturam aſlurgere, & Divinitatem tantùm pre- 
cariam & dependentem illi adſcribere, reſpec- 
tu miraculoſæ ſuæ Conceptionis, & Divinitatis, 
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Divinity of Chriſt, and concerning Chriſt «the 
true Sor of God by Nature, againſt Franzi, 
pag. 5. We allow the Son, ſaith be, to be a 
Perſon, yea, and a Divine Perſon too, &'c. Nay, 
even Socinus himſelf, writing againſt Wiek, cap. 5. 
We readily grant, ſaith he, that Chriſt is the 
Son of God by Nature. Aud at this rate, very 
often they aſcribe thoſe things to Chriſt, which ſeem to 
proclaim him to have a Nature truly Divine. But-after 
all, if we tale their Meaning into a more narrow In- 
ſpection, we find that the whole is ouly Words and © 
Sounds, artfully invented to colour over the Cheat, that 
thereby they may appear to join with us in the prin- 
cipal Article of the Chriſtian Religion, tho at the ſame 
time they keep at the greateſt diſtance. For what-' 
foever they declare concerning Chriſt, it is ver) ſure 
their Sentiments riſe no higher than his Human Nu- 
ture, and then they aſſign him only a precarious Deity, 1 
uhich reſults either from his miraculous W or 

| - 70 


- . 2 * 9 4 : Y r 1 "I 
; | 4 WW” x3 
| | : | 2. 
| « | 1JS 1 5 > g 4 
J bow f P ® x 


The Z ene. Bau 5 


vel reſpectu Muneris, quod illi impoſitum bale; 
ſed quæ ad 5oioor cum Patre n non referatur, 


qui eſt Quaſtionis Cardo. 


Ul. Ut ergo facus omnis ili Saba. 
Quæſtio non concipi debet, An Filius fit Deus? 


ſed an fit verus & æternus Deus Patri coefſen- 


tialis? Non an poſſit dici Naturalis Dei Filius 
quodam Senſu, qui Divinitatem precariam, & 
dependentem, ab eo habuerit, ratione Pre- emi- 
nentiæ, Authoritatis, Dominii, & Muneris; ſed 

an ſit proprius F ilius, qui eandem Numero Eſ- 
ſentiam cum Patre, non in Tempore, ſed ab 
Eterno, per ineffabilem Generationem ab eo ac- 
Ceperit ? Quod Sociniani, cum veteribus Aria- 

nis 


„* . ov 


from the Function 3 Was abvtted "ag but they 
mention nothing of ſuch a Divinity as conſtitutes him 
to be the ſame Eſſence with the Father, * is 
the-very Hinge of the Controverſy. 


III. That our Adver -ſaries therefore may be ſtript 
'of every Diſguiſe, the Queſtion ought not to be pro- 
pos'd, Whether the Son be God, but whether He be 
the true and eternal God coeſſential with the Father. 
And then again, The Queſtion is not whether he may 
be called in ſome reſpett the Son of God by Nature, 
becauſe he has from him a dependent and precarious 
Divinity, on account of his Preheminence, Authority, 
Dominion, and Function: But the Queſtion between 
«Us is, IVrether he be the proper Son of God, tho 
bas the Same Numerical Eſſence with the Father ; 
and that not in Time, but from Eternity, by an inef- 
fable Generation : which the Socinians, together 

with the ancient I deny. Oſtord. Inſtit. c. 6. 
| & 


our Lord Jesos UHR 

75 negant... Oſtorod. luſtit. c. 6, & 7. Volkel. 
Lib de Relig. 0. I 0. New vero affirmamus. 15 

T. Ad Socinianos non a e Be | 
monſtrantes ; quamvis enim velint videri differre | 
ab ipſis, Generationem Filii aſſerendo, tamen in 
ea explicanda ſatis produnt ſuum cum 'ipfis - 
conſenſum, dum negant 008m Filii cum Pa- 
tre, & ſtatuunt Filium, non Ordine modo, ſed. 
& Dignitate & Poteſtate differentem 4 Patre, 
eique non co-ordinatum, & conſubſtantialem, ſed 
Subordinatum tantum, ut Epiſcopius * Lib. 
4. Inſtit. c. 32 & 35. 


7. Filium verum eſſe & 5 5a e AC Eternum 


cum Patre Deum 1 * Ju ipſi tribuun- 
dee, 
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& 7. Valkel. Lib. 55 de Relig. c. c. 10. And we on 


the other hand affirm. it. 


IV. De DIY I in this 99 Ws 
aſſociate themſelves with the Socinians, tho they ſeem 
inclin'd to ſhift them off, by pretending to give a more 
plaufible Account of the Generation of the Son; but 
in explaining of it they wretchedly betray their Har- 
mony with them, and herd together, ſeeing they deny 
the Son to be of the ſame Eſſence with the Father, 
and they determine that the Son differs from the Fa- 
ther, not only with reſpect to Order, but alſo with 

roſpedt to Dignity and Power : and they are. ſo far 

from allowigg him to be Coordinate, and Conſubſtan- 

tial with, that they only allow: him to be Subordi- 

nate to the Father, as Ae in _ it, Lib. 
4- Inſti. c. 32 & 35. | 


* That the Son 8 is both if the fink | 
Heere e, and true, and eternal God with the —_ 
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The Eternal: Derry, & | 
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| theſe fawn Things, which « __ 3 ro «= and, g 
are Proper only to God 5 do invincibly 


„As the Perſons are of the ſins Efe | 2 
is the moſt perfett Equality OR, 
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- Frhpugh myſelf i in 1 ges 0 to vie 

dicate that Author from an Imputation which 
he does not deſerve ; for tho you have made uſe 
of his Name to vindicate your Scheme, yet I be- 
leve both you and. I know there is nothing r 8 
; 65 Exe LE, and ge 12 it 2 pity but 
ome and tranſlated the w u 
the State of which J have now I 
might have an Opportunity of apologizin 
Mink, in the ſame Rs, Sag whigh a oy 

ork alperſed; ; and perhaps it may be done. 
As to the other two Authors you mation,” 
in the end 1 believe you will not come a 2 great 1 

deal better off. 8 1 
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If you JT NIP to aL wah F 
hope you will do it without a-loni tee, 
Words, which I have induſtriouſly added The 
Point that I haue diſcuſs'd, is, I think, deciſive 
of the whole Con troverſy in all its Branches: 
and therefore I have argued as cloſely and n 
upon it as £ can, and expect you will do the. 
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